HOWWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 12 OCTOBER 2010
PRESENT

Linda Smith (Vice Chair), Bill David (Treasurer), Norma David, Grace Weir, Dawn Michael, Jackie Mackenzie, Sarah Killens, Margie Stewart, Douglas J Paxton (Minutes)

IN ATTENDANCE
Rosie Macdonald, Jean Peddie, Bill Binks, Councillor Iain McMillan, Irene MacTaggart, Ian MacTaggart, Alistair Campbell, Joyce McKellar and Julie Telford (both from Renfrewshire Leisure Ltd) and two representatives from the Wardens Service.

APOLOGIES
Robert Scarsbrook (Chair), Christine Scarsbrook, Lorna Poole and Councillors John Hood, John Caldwell and Tracey McGee
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
The minutes of the 13th October 2009 AGM which were agreed in principle at the HCC meeting in November 2009, were adopted – proposed by Jackie Mackenzie and seconded by Dawn Michael.  There were no matters arising.
WARDENS SERVICE

Questions were raised regarding dog fouling in the park.  Wardens suggested that any build up should be reported to the Council.  Unfortunately due to shift patterns evening visits cannot be as frequent as those during the day.
CHAIRMANS REPORT

Community Council membership was 12 at last year’s AGM and, after Nick Walker stepped down from his role in the Community Council because of his move to Dumfries and Galloway in July, we now number only 11 members.  Although we have managed to Co-opt a new member (Sarah Killens), we still have a number of vacancies to be filled and would welcome and encourage more new members to join us on Howwood Community Council in the New Year, when a further term of Elections is likely to be held.  We also welcome and encourage local residents to attend our monthly meetings either to raise issues of concern, or simply to hear what is going on and to contribute to village life through the Community Council.  

This year in Howwood, your Community Council has been very busy as usual! The Act of Remembrance was again well attended (approx. 100+ people in November 2009) and I would hope that this year’s service (which will begin at 12:45) will be just as successful. The switching on ceremony for our Christmas lights was also well attended with in excess of 150 people attending.  (This of course included an impromptu visit from Santa!!) This year it is hoped that this trend will continue, especially as we have purchased extra strings of lights to further enhance the display.  It is at this point also that we must thank the Rev.  David Stewart and Howwood Parish Church for providing teas, coffees and children’s entertainment after the switch on of our lights as this has also now become a popular and well attended event each year.

The Community Council organised a St Andrew’s night, with entertainment provided by a ‘Parcel of Rogues’ and Bryce Lamont.  90+ people attended and the princely sum of £632.60 was donated to DebRA. 

There has been another Scottish Evening for Pensioners at which around 60 senior citizens were present and, of course, we have all been involved once again in our annual Fête and Summer Wind Band Concert.  This year, after discussions on the format of the Fete, we agreed not to have the show people again and to try to get back to a Fete tailored specifically for the Village.  This endeavour was helped by the fact that we managed to recruit more volunteers in the organisation and running of the Fete and I would like to thank all those who were involved in any way.  The Fete was extremely successful this year (perhaps partly to do with the good weather?) and, if we are able to generate the same level of interest in the organisation and running of the Fete next year, would aim to provide the same format and level of entertainment again.
We have completed another annual Howwood Spring Clean and more bulbs were purchased and planted during October 2009, mainly around the Park. This year however, we shall not do any planting but will do an audit of those areas already planted for future reference and as an aid to providing a planting plan for the next few years to come.

The more mundane business has also continued; with the usual large number of complaints about road safety, road surfaces, traffic speed and so forth; and it is to be hoped that our continued close working relationship with Renfrewshire Council Roads Department and Environmental Services will see the successful completion of some other outstanding issues.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone involved, including our Elected Councillors – Tracie McGee, Iain McMillan, John Hood and John Caldwell - for their continued commitment to the Community Council, and for the considerable work that everyone – Community Council member or not - has put in over the past year.

Thank you.

CHAIR INVITED QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

There were no questions raised.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

The secretary reported the following – 

· The Community Council was pleased to see a number of outstanding road repairs being completed during the year in particular on Bowfield Road.

· To date two official complaints had been lodged with Scottish Water in relation to the “brown water”.  The secretary advised that residents lodging a complaint should always ask for a reference number.

· Two grants had been received from the local area committee to assist with the fete and additional xmas tree lights.

· Plans for a local Pharmacy have not moved on since the last update in April.
· Renfrewshire Council have been running fund raising courses and local groups have been advised of these.

· The sale of the Corsewood site is on hold until the property market conditions improve.

· The Community Council continue to oppose the Muirshield Windfarm development due to its location on a National Park.

· BT have no plans, at the moment, to upgrade the Broadband links for the village.

SECRETARY INVITED QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR
The following points were made from the floor –  

· As a local resident would appear to have a solution to the Broadband issue it may be worthwhile investigating this.  The Secretary agreed to make contact.

· Due to the continuing issues with Scottish Water it was suggested that they be invited to the next Community Council Meeting.

TREASURERS REPORT

The treasurer went through the main aspects of the accounts which are prepared in a standard format for all Community Councils and expressed a big thank you to Renfrewshire Council for the £1200 towards the cost of running the fete.

TREASURER INVITED QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

Why have no local groups received grants?  The Treasurer reported that local groups are aware of the opportunity to apply for grants however none had been received last year.
Adoption of the accounts were proposed by B David and seconded by L Smith.
MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICE BEARERS

The Chair advised that Office Bearer posts would be agreed at the November Howwood Community Council Meeting.  
POLICE REPORT

It was reported that in the last month 4 incidents had taken place with 1 being detected – 1 theft of fuel, 2 road traffic offences and 1 theft of a motor vehicle.

AOCB

· B David, L Smith and J Mackenzie had met to discuss the draft constitution for Community Councils and proposed acceptance of this – agreed by the Community Council representatives present.

· Due to Renfrewshire Council cutting back the triangle trees too far, there is a concern as to how the xmas tree lights will be fitted – L Smith and B David are looking into.
· The Renfrewshire Community Plan for 2008 – 2017 is available from the Secretary.

· Polling Station will continue to be the Village Hall.

· The next newsletter is due shortly and articles need to be in within the next couple of weeks.

· The constitution of the Association of Scottish Community Councils is being looked at as appointments to Executive Posts was currently too restrictive.

· Joyce McKellar and Julie Telford then did an interesting presentation on the Johnstone Community Sports Hub.
NEXT MEETING

Monthly meetings of the Community Council take place on the second Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Next meeting Tuesdays 9 November 2010.
	Contact Details

	Renfrewshire Council Contacts

	Aircraft Noise Telephone line
	0141 848 4644

(answer machine)
	The standard business hours are Monday – Thursday 8.45am – 4.45pm, and Friday 8.45am – 3.55pm.  Please note times may vary within specific services, therefore please check with the service you require before travelling to avoid disappointment.

The Switchboard telephone number is 0141 842 5000

Same address for all below with different postcode:

Renfrewshire House

Cotton Street

Paisley



	Antisocial Behaviour 
Help Line
	0800 169 1283

	

	Warden Services 
(Dog Fouling, Graffiti etc)
	0141 889 3499
	

	Glasgow Wind Band,

R & C Scarsbrook
	01505 704083

scarsbrookc@aol.com 
	

	Fly Tipping
	0845 230 4090

	

	Minicoach Tours
	minicoachtours@btconnect.com 


	

	Police
	01505 404000

	

	Renfrewshire Council
	0141 842 5000

www.renfrewshire.gov.uk 
	Chief Executive
Chief Executive – David Martin

Postcode:  PA1 1WB
chiefexec@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 840 3601

fax:  0141 840 3349
	Education and Leisure Services

Director of Education and Leisure Services – Robert Naylor

Postcode:  PA1 1LE

schools.els@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 842 5663

fax:  0141 842 5655

	R.C. Roads email address
	PT@Renfrewshire.gov.uk 


	
	

	Roads & Lighting Faults
	0141 842 4466 (M-F)

0141 889 2314
	
	

	Scottish Water Contact
	0141 355 5187

	
	

	Secretary, Bill David
	01505 703500

bdeconsultants@googlemail.com 
	Finance and Corporate Services

Director of Finance and Corporate Services – Sandra Black

Postcode:  PA1 1JB

finit@renfrewshire.gov.uk
cs@renfrewshire.gov.uk 

Phone:  0141 842 5051

fax:  0141 842 5055
	Environmental Services

Director of Environmental Services
– Shona I MacDougall

Postcode:  PA1 1UG

es@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 840 3106

fax:  0141 842 1179

	Village Web Site
	www.howwood.com 


	
	

	Youth Nuisance Help Line


	01505 325030
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Housing and Property Services

Director of Housing and Property Services – Mary Crearie

Postcode:  PA1 1JD

hps@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 842 5616

fax:  0141 842 5552


	Planning and Transport

Director of Planning and Transport – Bob Darracott

Postcode:  PA1 1LL

pt@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 842 5811 / 5822

fax:  0141 842 5040



	
	
	Social Work
Director of Social Work – Peter MacLeod

Postcode:  PA1 1TZ

sw@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 842 5957

fax:  0141 842 5144
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