HOWWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 9th November 2010
PRESENT

Linda Smith (Vice Chair), Bill David (Secretary), Norma David, Dawn Michael, Jackie Mackenzie(Minutes), Margie Stewart, Grace Weir and Sarah Killens.
IN ATTENDANCE
Lorna Poole, Joe Graham, Helen Graham, Bill Binks, Jim Haggan, Kirsty McLaughan, Mark McLaren and Councillor John Caldwell.
APOLOGIES
Robert Scarsbrook, Christine Scarsbrook, Douglas Paxton, Councillors Ian McMillan and John Hood.

1.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Adoption of minutes from meeting on14th August was proposed by Grace Weir and seconded by Jackie Mackenzie. Provisional adoption of minutes from AGM on 12th October was proposed by Bill David and seconded by Linda Smith.

2.
POLICE REPORT
· Police were unable to stay for meeting. They provided short report advising 3 crimes.

Theft of a lock fast vehicle – detected

Wilful fire-raising – detected

Incidence of dangerous driving – not detected 
· Police advised that they were now undertaking mobile camera monitoring in the village on an adhoc basis.
· There will be a change to the shift pattern for Community Police who will now be working until 03:00am.

3. MATTERS ARISING
· Pharmacy – Health board meets 22nd November, 13:30 at Glynhill Hotel.
4. ENVIRONMENT – Jim Haggan, Mark McLaren and Kirsty McLaughan were in attendance from Scottish Water(SW).
Bill David started by mentioning the news release from SW advising of problem at Roebank. 
Jim Haggan from SW then provided an update from SW on the current issues we are experiencing with our water supply. He advised:
· That the discolouration is due to manganese in our water supply. Manganese is a naturally occurring element which is normally treated and removed by Scottish Water.
· Water quality is changing a time goes by. Muirdykes only has a 2 stage treatment works and a 3 stage treatment work is required to effectively remove manganese. Manganese naturally peaks in autumn months. Over the course of the summer water stratifies, becoming hotter at top, colder at bottom. Oxygen doesn’t get to the lower part so a different chemical reaction occurs. In autumn, there is a reversal with cold water to top and this top layer then gets drawn into the system. The PH is corrected before it goes into the supply.
· However Manganese is coming in and treatment works can’t remove. As a result we see small particulate matter coming through our pipes. Under normal circumstances we would not see this but when there is a disturbance such as a burst / reverse flow / high demand the particles will come through.
· SW has been doing some light flushing in our area to try to resolve. They have also had a supply of bottled water for anyone complaining about their supply. The issue at the moment is that the manganese is already in the mains and Jim Haggan confirmed that the source is the treatment works.
· He then advised that SW has a major mains rehabilitation £900m project, ongoing from 2010 to 2015. Howwood area is currently programmed for 2012. However he is doing his best subject to various caveats and provisos to have this brought forward to next year. There are no promises but they are reviewing what they can do. 
· They need to remove the manganese, upgrade pipes, and swab, scour and flush existing pipes.
· To improve Muirdykes to 3 stage treatment works would involve major capital investment. The scoring and ranking relating to Muirdykes is scheduled to be reviewed in the next investment programme after 2015. 
· The manganese issue has been worse this year as rainfall was less than average and so the lower strata was reached earlier
Jim Haggan took some addresses to investigate and recommends that we take samples of our water if further problems are encountered.
Bill Binks then asked Jim Haggan if he could guarantee a time period to resolve the issue and whether SW would look at reducing water charges. No guarantees can be given and there is no structure in place to adjust prices. Also Jim Haggan again advised that our water is within acceptable parameters.

Jim Haggan wound up by advising that there is no quick solution. Solution could be a few years away, if mains rehab can be brought forward this will help a little.

Linda Smith requested that SW attend CC meeting 12th April 2011 and Bill David asked if in meantime complaint reference numbers can be channelled through him so that record can be kept for feed back to SW.

OTHER ENVIRONMENT MATTERS

· Overhanging trees – now all cut back

· No feedback for Hospice Road, Station Road at rail bridge or corner of car park at village hall

· Midton Road junction with Main Street – unable to see the road signs. Bill David has raised with Drew McNab but the overgrown trees / shrubs are not on council land.

· No update on Hill Road hedge

5. COMMUNITY EVENTS
· Remembrance Sunday- War Memorial will be tidied by Renfrewshire Council before the ceremony at 12:45 on 14th November.
· Xmas lights are in situ and considering the issues with the severe tree pruning are still looking effective. Bill David is in contact with Windband. Santa has confirmed that he will have some time to spare on the evening of 3rd December and hopes to be able to attend the event. Meanwhile we agreed 200 glo-sticks and chocolate bars for distributing to children who attend the event. Margie Stewart confirmed that the church is ready and has arranged Fairtrade stalls that will have a range of items and gifts for Christmas.
· Scottish Evening, 26/02/11 – Community Councillors were reminded that we require all hands on deck to ensure that the event runs as well a previous years. Mark David has very kindly agreed to be our chef for the evening. Working group has met and arrangements are progressing.
6. INFO WEB
· Newsletter should be distributed as soon as possible. Bill David has allocated areas to councillors.
· No web stats available

7. 
PLANNING / LICENSING
No issues

7.
COUNCILLORS’ ISSUES

No issues
8.
CORRESPONDENCE
· New CC Scheme – we confirmed we were happy at last meeting. Lochwinnoch CC have added some financial comments which we felt did not fit in with current financial climate

· Scottish Water press release – discussed above

· ASCC Annual Ballot – appears to be undemocratic in that nominations can only come from executive committee so we felt there should be ‘no vote’ – a protest vote for change is required.
· Provest Community Awards – any groups interested should contact Bill David.
· New Police Superintendent – On 26th October Chief Superintendent David Stewart took over as Divisional Commander K Division, replacing CS Paul Main. We also have 5 new sergeants.
· Legal and Democratic Services
· ROAR – Reaching Older Adults in Renfrewshire next meeting Tuesday 23rd November 2010.
· RC advised that Scott Allan or senior staff member will attend CC meeting on request.
· RC – Roads and Transport Communication protocol – Pilot scheme to improve relationships between CCs and Roads and Transportation Services.

· RC – request for grit bin at school steps, Bowfield Road, rejected.

· RNID- drop in hearing aid clinic, venue and dates available from Bill David

· Bluefin-CC Members Personal Liability Insurance
8.
AGM Nominations

· All existing incumbents are happy to remain in office. 
9.
AOCB

· Linda Smith mentioned that 6 CCs from another area had had to defend themselves when sued by fellow CC. There is a gap in insurance provided by ASCC relating to this. Linda Smith and Bill David will find out more information relating to this.
· Joe Graham advised that the Scottish Government website – www.scotland.gov.uk -  has an informative section – Ready Winter – useful information on preparing for the winter ahead.
· Joe Graham also advised that the new water gully on Bowfield Road is affecting drainage from his property. John Caldwell is assisting.
10.
NEXT MEETING
· Tuesday 14th December 2010
· Thereafter:  Tuesdays 11th January, 8th February, 8th March 2011 @ 7.30pm in Howwood Village Hall

	Contact Details

	Renfrewshire Council Contacts

	Aircraft Noise Telephone line
	0141 848 4644

(answer machine)
	The standard business hours are Monday – Thursday 8.45am – 4.45pm, and Friday 8.45am – 3.55pm.  Please note times may vary within specific services, therefore please check with the service you require before travelling to avoid disappointment.

The Switchboard telephone number is 0141 842 5000

Same address for all below with different postcode:

Renfrewshire House

Cotton Street

Paisley



	Antisocial Behaviour 
Help Line
	0800 169 1283

	

	Warden Services 
(Dog Fouling, Graffiti etc)
	0141 889 3499
	

	Glasgow Wind Band,

R & C Scarsbrook
	01505 704083

scarsbrookc@aol.com 
	

	Fly Tipping
	0845 230 4090

	

	Minicoach Tours
	minicoachtours@btconnect.com 


	

	Police
	01505 404000

	

	Renfrewshire Council
	0141 842 5000

www.renfrewshire.gov.uk 
	Chief Executive
Chief Executive – David Martin

Postcode:  PA1 1WB
chiefexec@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 840 3601

fax:  0141 840 3349
	Education and Leisure Services

Director of Education and Leisure Services – Robert Naylor

Postcode:  PA1 1LE

schools.els@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 842 5663

fax:  0141 842 5655

	R.C. Roads email address
	PT@Renfrewshire.gov.uk 


	
	

	Roads & Lighting Faults
	0141 842 4466 (M-F)

0141 889 2314
	
	

	Scottish Water Contact
	0141 355 5187

	
	

	Secretary, Bill David
	01505 703500

bdeconsultants@googlemail.com 
	Finance and Corporate Services

Director of Finance and Corporate Services – Sandra Black

Postcode:  PA1 1JB

finit@renfrewshire.gov.uk
cs@renfrewshire.gov.uk 

Phone:  0141 842 5051

fax:  0141 842 5055
	Environmental Services

Director of Environmental Services
– Shona I MacDougall

Postcode:  PA1 1UG

es@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 840 3106

fax:  0141 842 1179

	Village Web Site
	www.howwood.com 


	
	

	Youth Nuisance Help Line


	01505 325030
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Housing and Property Services

Director of Housing and Property Services – Mary Crearie

Postcode:  PA1 1JD

hps@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 842 5616

fax:  0141 842 5552


	Planning and Transport

Director of Planning and Transport – Bob Darracott

Postcode:  PA1 1LL

pt@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 842 5811 / 5822

fax:  0141 842 5040



	
	
	Social Work
Director of Social Work – Peter MacLeod

Postcode:  PA1 1TZ

sw@renfrewshire.gov.uk
Phone:  0141 842 5957

fax:  0141 842 5144
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