
HOWWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 8th DECEMBER 2009
PRESENT

Robert Scarsbrook (Chair), Linda Smith, Jackie Mackenzie, Bill David, Norma David, Grace Weir, Linda Smith, Nick Walker.
IN ATTENDANCE
Sarah Killens, Councillor John Caldwell, PC Alan Bradley and PC Jill Cappernauld 
APOLOGIES
Christine Scarsbrook, Dawn Michael, Douglas Paxton, Margie Stewart, Councillors Tracey McGee, Iain McMillan and John Hood.
1.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Proposed by Grace Weir, seconded by Nick Walker
2.
POLICE REPORT

· PC Alan Bradley and PC Jill Cappernauld introduced themselves and advised that they would attempt to get a police presence at each CC meeting. Official advice is that there is no change in policy re attendance at CC meetings. PC Bradley has taken note of next 3 meeting dates.
· PC Alan Bradley provided the following report-
From 01/01/09 to 8/12/09 – Howwood Area

52 Crimes reported, of which 24 were detected – 46% detection rate

Crimes comprised:

19 thefts (House breaking and shoplifting)

11 vandalism

8 road traffic offences

7 breach of the peace

5 assault including common, serious and attempted murder

2 misuse of drugs

Those detected were:

8 road traffic offences 

6 breach of the peace

5 thefts (House breaking and shoplifting)

4 assault including common, serious and attempted murder

2 misuse of drugs

1 vandalism

Previous months figures

5 Crimes reported of which 1 detected – 20% detection rate

Crimes comprised:

2 thefts (House breaking and shoplifting)

2 vandalism

1 road traffic offence

Detected:

1 road traffic offence

3.

MATTERS ARISING

· Resignations / New Members - Bill David (BD) to advise Renfrewshire Council of Sandra Mackintosh and John McLean’s resignations. Robert Scarsbrook confirmed that we can co-opt one other member and BD to obtain co-option form and arrange for completion. In meantime minutes to be copied to Sarah Killens, John Kennedy and Louise-Anne Wasm by minutes secretary or person distributing minutes.
· Police Presence at meetings – as above

· St Andrews Night – BD advised that had raised £632.60 for Debra (including box donations of £42.50 and £590.10 for HCC. Councillor J Caldwell proposed vote of thanks to organisers.
4. Environment
· Renfrewshire Council representative failed to attend with no apologies or response extended. Councillor J Caldwell will investigate and advise.
· Problems with Christmas light placement discussed and agreed would learn from this years experience especially regarding traffic issues. Robert Scarsbrook advised that Howwood had not been on original list to have lights put up. Our elected councillors are putting forward a grant application for around £2K to Local Area Committee to purchase further 3 to 4 strands of lights for Howwood.
· Some dead trees have now been taken down and removed
· All other environmental issues still outstanding and it was agreed that we need ongoing attendance at meetings from Renfrewshire Council. BD to email Shona McDougall to ask about ongoing representation from Environmental Services
5.
PLANNING

· Nothing of major issue on the website, though it was noted that Andrew Wilson, former secretary, had received a letter about appeal re Wind Turbines outside Dalry. Developers are appealing and any further representation is required by  29/1/2010
6.
COUNCILLORS’ ISSUES

· Missing waste bins – Councillor J Caldwell received confirmation from Environmental Services that litter bin to be replaced by 30/11/09. As at meeting date this had not happened and Cllr Caldwell will follow up. Councillor J Caldwell had also received confirmation from Environmental Services that our streets will be swept regularly following poor upkeep in autumn following leaf fall.

· Robert Scarsbrook (RS) raised point that it had been agreed our dedicated road sweeper would empty bin in Rhombus garden. This has not been emptied since hit squad set up. Cllr J Caldwell to pursue.
· BD send letter to Tracey McGee following receipt of letters from community complaining about current street sweeping. RS advised that drains had blocked due to fallen leaves and asked Cllr J Caldwell if any feedback? Cllr Caldwell advised none as yet.
· Discussed new blue bins and information produced by Renfrewshire Council. L Smith advised it was difficult to get further copies from Renfrewshire Council.
8.
CORRESPONDENCE
· Guidance re Licensing applications – J Mackenzie to scan and send out with minutes to HCC councillors
· Johnstone and Elderslie Save our Swimming Pools – Loraine Brown, Secretary of Elderslie CC has requested to attend one of our meetings to present proposal. Discussed issues around pools and agreed to ask her to next meeting with 20 minute time slot for presentation and 10 minutes for questions arising. Any points of interest to community could then be included in next Newsletter at end of January.
9.
AOCB

· Local Area Committee – Grace Weir attended 16/11/09 and advised that Kilbarchan and Howwood Guides were successful in obtaining grant to help with costs to attend 100th celebrations conference. Greenacres Curling Club were also successful in obtaining funds to help set up training with local primary schools. There was some discussion around the Bridgewater large application for funds to raise awareness re bogus callers and small area actually targeted.
· Guide to Greater Health and Wellbeing in later life – leaflet available from Grace Weir / Bill David 
· Update note provided by Christine Scarsbrook  re Christmas Windband Concert, Scottish Night 27/02/10, Fete Working Group- Fete Date 19/06/10 and Christmas Lights

Christmas Windband Concert - Community Councillors are encouraged to try to promote tickets as tickets very slow to sell

Scottish Night 27/02/10 – Special request made to purchase wipe down reusable table cloths for this and future events, cost £180 – Agreed. Also approx cost of actual event excluding new table cloths is £300 to £400. Band arranged for singing and dancing, Bryce Lamont kindly agreed to address haggis and perform a ‘turn’, piper on standby and Andrew Wilson and Douglas Paxton will chef. Reminder that raffle prizes required.
Fete Working Group- Fete Date 19/06/10 – First aiders booked through St Andrews at cost of £60 – agreed and next working group to be held 14/12/09.

Christmas Lights – 3-4 times the usual number of folks attending. Guests of honour were the Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers and Guiders in celebration of 100 years. Brass ensemble from Glasgow Windband provided music. Special thanks to Windband and Rev David Stewart for officiating at event and kind invitation back to the church for refreshments and entertainment. Also thanks to Howwood Inn for sponsoring the ‘glow sticks’ and a very special thanks to Santa!
11.
NEXT MEETING
12th January 2010 at 07:30pm in Howwood Village Hall thereafter every second Tuesday in the month, (Tuesday 9th February, 9th March, 13th April at 07:30pm)
	Contact Details

	Aircraft Noise Telephone line
	0141 848 4644

(answer machine)

	Antisocial Behaviour Help Line
	0800 169 1283

	Dog Warden, Michelle Knox
	0141 840 3164

	Glasgow Wind Band,

R & C Scarsbrook
	01505 704083

ScarsbrookR@aol.com

	Fly Tipping
	0845 230 4090

	Minicoach Tours
	minicoachtours@btconnect.com

	Police
	01505 404000

	Renfrewshire Council
	0141 842 5000

www.renfrewshire.gov.uk

	R.C. Roads email address
	PT@Renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Roads & Lighting Faults
	0141 842 4466 (M-F)

0141 889 2314

	Scottish Water Contact
	0141 355 5187

	Secretary, Bill David
	01505 705990
bdeconsultants@googlemail.com

	Village Web Site
	www.howwood.com

	Youth Nuisance Help Line
	01505 325030
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