Howwood Community Council AGM Minutes 05.10.08

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 2008 
MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
PRESENT

Robert Scarsbrook (Chair), Linda Smith (Vice Chair), Andrew Wilson (Secretary). Bill David (Treasurer), Christine Scarsbrook, Grace Weir, Norma David, Margie Stewart, Jackie Mackenzie, Nick Walker and Douglas Paxton (Minutes).
IN ATTENDANCE
P. Henderson, R. Henderson, Ian McTaggart, Irene McTaggart, Dawn Michael and Alistair Campbell.
APOLOGIES
Ken Macdonald,  Councillor Iain McMillan, Craig Crawford, Rosee Macdonald, Jean Peddie, Agnes Crawford, Sandra McIntosh and John McLean.
INTRODUCTION AND WELCOME

Robert Scarsbrook, Chair, welcomed Community Council members and members of the public to the 2008 AGM of Howwood Community Council.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING

The minutes of the 5th October 2007 AGM which were agreed in principal at the HCC meeting in November 2007, were adopted – proposed by Grace Weir and seconded by Norma David.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Community Council membership was 12 at last year’s AGM, and is now down to 11 as David McKie resigned due to increasing work commitments which prevented him contributing to CC meetings as much as he had hoped. I am happy to say however that David has agreed to continue maintaining the Howwood.com web site for us and for that I pass on our thanks for his continuing efforts.

Although we have managed to recruit two new members working as joint Co-optees (Sandra McIntosh & John MacLean) we still have a number of vacancies to be filled and would welcome and encourage more new members to join us on the Community Council. 

We also welcome and encourage local residents to attend our monthly meetings either to raise issues of concern, or simply to hear what is going on and to contribute to village life through the CC.  

One important development during the past year has been the creation of 5 new Local Area Committees whose main purpose is to improve their local areas and to ensure that services meet the needs of local residents. Howwood Community Council is represented on the “Johnstone and the Villages” Local Area Committee and its main responsibilities are

· To encourage residents to become more involved in their community

· To improve the area and its communities by creating services around the needs of residents

· To encourage residents to inspect public services in the local area and

· To fund local projects and distribute Grants from Local Area Budgets.

I think however that it may be some time before we can tell whether or not these Local Area Committees are of benefit to the communities they serve and whether their main responsibilities are being met.

Here in Howwood however, your CC has been its usual busy self! The Act of Remembrance was again well attended (approx. 100 people in November 2007) and I would hope that this year’s service will be just as successful. The switching on ceremony for our new Christmas lights was also well attended with again in excess of 100 people attending. 

There has been another Scottish Evening for Pensioners at which around 62 senior citizens were present and, of course, we have all been involved again in our annual Fête and Summer Wind Band Concert. This year, however, we had more attractions at the Fete, supplied and run by professional show people and this certainly contributed to a happier stress free day for the CC members without detracting too much from the takings at the end of the day. More bulbs were planted during October 2007, mainly around the village hall and the play park, and there will be another bulb planting weekend on 25th and 26th October this year along with the HWW Group official opening of the Rhombus Garden. We have also completed our sixth annual Howwood Spring Clean. All these past events were reasonably well attended and apart, for obvious reasons, from the litter clearing! all were enjoyed.
The more mundane business has also continued; with the usual large number of complaints about road safety, road surfaces, traffic speed and so forth;  and with one or two contentious planning applications, such as the proposal for a house on part of the car park of the Howwood Inn, a Pet Crematorium in Midton Wood and a large number of houses at the old Midton Bleach Works.  Our main successes to date, in my own opinion, are the implementation of new traffic measures around the area of the Triangle and Dreadnought Buildings and the recent implementation of a village speed watch campaign and it is hoped that our new close working relationship with Renfrewshire Council Roads Department may see the successful completion of several other outstanding issues.

On a final note, this has been my first year as Chairman of Howwood CC and I would like to thank everyone involved, including our 4 Elected Councillors – Tracie McGee, Iain McMillan, John Hood and John Caldwell - for their commitment to the Community Council, and for the considerable work that everyone - CC member or not - has put in over the past year.

CHAIR INVITED QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR
There were no questions raised.
SECRETARY’S REPORT

I would like to say that I am proud that our Community Council is at the heart of Howwood, actively involved in not only representing the concerns of residents, but doing what ever we can to improve the community.  There have been letters of support to bring a pharmacy to the village, in support of speed and traffic orders, and in support of our village hall and its new décor.  We finally got new road markings in the centre of the village, hip hip hoorah, and although they have been promptly ignored by some, they are respected by most, and I believe add to road safety.  We also launched a “Speed watch” campaign this year, with equipment and training provided by Renfrewshire Council.  The campaign ran for 7 weeks, with 15 volunteers participating on 33 different occasions.  The number of speedsters recorded, did seem to decrease.  Unfortunately no persistent offenders are likely to be apprehended, but the aim was to make people think about the danger of the speed they are doing in a built up area, and I think we achieved that.  It is a campaign I hope we repeat in the New Year.

I am also hopeful that we may see safe access for pedestrians and cyclists up to and across Garthland Bridge, as our application to the new Johnstone and Villages Local Area Committee for funding of a full feasibility study and costing, has been successful.  This will give access to the countryside on the far bank of the river, and to the Sustrans Cycleway.  Personally I had hoped for voting rights for Community Councils on the Local Area Committee, and for some devolution of budgetary control to Community Councils.  This has not happened, but maybe one of the parties at Holyrood will pick this issue up and make it happen.  It would in my opinion give us far better control of street sweeping and grass cutting in our village.  Grass cutting always results in messy, slimy pavements, with little lasting sign of improvement.  Efforts to engage Environmental Services on this and in a plan to improve our park have proved fruitless in over a year and I would urge our elected Councillors, who have all proved themselves to be able representatives, to pin down the relevant Council officials and get some action!  There has been action to improve maintenance of the war memorial by the Council and for the first time we ran a “Best Garden in Howwood” competition.  12 entrants this year, but it is just the sort of thing that adds to civic pride and awareness of the environment, so it should become an annual fixture, along with the Scottish Evening, Fete, Remembrance Sunday, Christmas lights and Carol service, Spring Clean and bulb planting, all of which the chairman referred to.  All these things help to maintain Howwood’s healthy community spirit that makes it a good place to live.  Next year (2009) we are holding a special Burns Supper on Saturday 31st January, to mark the 250th anniversary of the bard’s birthday.  Put that date in your diary now!
There are plans to redevelop the old Teknek factory (Midton Bleach works), which would bring 51 new homes to the edge of the village, and the plan to decimate Midton Wood, still remains in the “pending” file.  We have had a bizarre decision to allow a new house to be built in the Hotel car park, and the pleasant experience of a resident coming to us to seek our opinion of their plans for a new house on an old site.  Otherwise no major changes to the landscape of Howwood and its surroundings.

We have been involved in responding to consultations:  the Renfrewshire Council draft scheme of Decentralisation, which saw the setting up of Local Area Committees, Local Healthcare Bill, Model scheme for Community Councils and their code of conduct (Scottish Government), and one on a new constitution for the Association of Scottish Community Councils.  All of these I am grateful to my partner Nick Walker for replying to, on our behalf.  I think just about all Community Councillors handed in their response to the Community Policing consultation.  The level of policing in our community is of great concern to everyone and the reorganisations going on there are not altogether encouraging, but we hope there will still be a strong link between ourselves and the Community Policing Officers for our area.  Thanks to Grace Weir for representing the Community Council on the school board and to John McLean for attending a recent session to explain the Digital Switch over.  Apologies if I have forgotten anyone else who went to represent us over the past year and my thanks to the chairman Robert Scarsbrook for his efficient management of Community Council business and the support of other Community Councillors.
SECRETARY INVITED QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR
There were no questions raised.
TREASURERS REPORT
The treasurer went through the main aspects of the accounts and reported that the deficit for the year was due to the purchase of PA equipment for use by local organisations and the purchase of curtains for the village hall.

TREASURER INVITED QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

The question was raised as to the availability of the PA system at the 2008 fete and it was agreed to ensure that this would be available for future events.
Adoption of the accounts were proposed by Nick Walker and seconded by Grace Weir.

MEMBERSHIP AND OFFICE BEARERS
The Chair advised that all office bearers were happy to remain in post and it was agreed to finalise this at the November Community Council meeting.

The Chair invited villagers to come along to regular meetings and apply for membership.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Opening of the RHOMBUS garden will take place on Saturday 25th October at 11.00 am followed by light refreshments at the Howwood Inn.  This will be followed by the annual bulb planting at 2 pm on the 25th and 26th October.
Remembrance Day will take place on Sunday 9th November.  Villagers are invited to attend this special day of remembrance.  There will be a short ceremony at the war memorial at 12.30 pm.

The Christmas Lights switch on and carol event will take place on 5th December at 7.00 pm in the village triangle.

To celebrate the 250th anniversary of the bard a village Burns supper will take place on 31st January 2009.  It is estimated that the cost will be in the region of £20/£25.
The Scottish Evening will take place on 27th February 2009.

NEXT MEETING

Monthly meetings of the Community Council take place on the second Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm in the village hall.
	Contact Details

	Aircraft Noise Telephone line
	0141 848 4644

(answer machine)

	Antisocial Behaviour Help Line
	0800 169 1283

	Dog Warden, Michelle Knox
	0141 840 3164

	Glasgow Wind Band,

R & C Scarsbrook
	01505 704083

www.scarsbrook@aol.com

	Fly Tipping
	0845 230 4090

	Minicoach Tours
	minicoachtours@btconnect.com

	Police
	01505 404000

	Renfrewshire Council
	0141 842 5000

www.renfrewshire.gov.uk

	R.C. Roads email address
	PT@Renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Roads & Lighting Faults
	0141 842 4466 (M-F)

0141 889 2314

	Scottish Water Contact
	0141 355 5187

	Secretary, Andrew Wilson
	01505 702392

www.andrew@howwood.com

	Village Web Site
	www.howwood.com

	Youth Nuisance Help Line
	01505 325030
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