HOWWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 11 AUGUST 2009
PRESENT

Robert Scarsbrook (Chair), Christine Scarsbrook, Linda Smith, Jackie Mackenzie, Bill David, Norma David, Douglas Paxton (Minutes), Nick Walker, Andrew Wilson (Secretary) and John MacLean.
IN ATTENDANCE
PC’s Andrew MacLeman and John Denholm, Billy Murphy, Drew McNab and Councillors John Caldwell and Tracey McGee.
APOLOGIES
Dawn Michael, Grace Weir, Margie Stewart, and Councillors John Hood and Ian McMillan.
2.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

With the following clarification under AOCB being ‘hole in the road and damaged fence’ approval of the minutes were proposed by B David and seconded by J Mackenzie.
3.
POLICE REPORT

· In July there were 4 incidents (3 detected) – 1 assault, 1 road traffic offence, 1 vandalism and 1 poaching.
· PC MacLeman reported that this would be his last time at the meeting as he has received promotion to the post of Sergeant on one of the shifts operating out of the Johnstone Station.  He said that he had been attending the meetings for the last 4 ½ years and valued the support given to him by the community council.  He also said that if there were any issues that we felt he could assist with then we should not hesitate to contact him at Johnstone.  The Chair expressed deep gratitude to PC MacLeman for all his assistance over the years and all members present wished him every success in the future.  
4. MATTERS ARISING

· Bulb planting - A Wilson agreed to advise the Environmental Services Department where we would be planting the bulbs.  The bulbs have now been purchased within the agreed budget.  The Green Gym Team have agreed to give a day to assist in the planting.  Bulb planting confirmed as 24/25 October at 1.30pm each day.  
· Xmas lights and carols – It was reported that the Council had organised for the lights to be connected on 4th December without approaching us.  Johnstone Steel Band look okay for that date but we are awaiting confirmation - Libby has agreed to be the fall back.  Event time agreed as 7pm.
· Triangle lights – Councillor McGee agreed to check the lights were working later that evening.
5. ROADS (update received from D McNab)
· Traffic orders - were agreed last week and there is a 6 week period for objections, unless any issues works should commence straight away.
· Bowfield / Hill Roads junction – there is an issue that the effectiveness of the design and this would affect the costs – on hold at present.

· Flooding and Icing bottom of Bowfield Road & junction of Midton Road – need to take issue back to office to find out what is happening.  Repairs being made do not seem to be lasting due to the volume of water flow.

· Bowfield Road – Repair to the hole and fence are programmed for this year, as questions have been raised regarding the location of the fence this will be looked into.

· Pavement from station to lay-by over the bridge – Garthland Bridge design has been agreed and costings are awaited.

· Bowfield Road pavement – work has been completed but white lining still to be completed.  Meeting expressed appreciation for the works done.

· Defective footpaths – meeting advised that nothing was outstanding however it was agreed that a further safety inspection would be done including area just outside the post office.

· Grit bin locations – still under review.

· Road to Hospice – now on route for gritting but unsure if that includes up to the houses.

· Extend pavement out towards Elliston – a meeting was programmed later in the month to discuss.

· Zebra crossing on Beith Road/Main Street – pedestrian and traffic count undertaken between 07.00 and 21.00 on 11 May.  Unfortunately resulted in only of about 25% of number required to warrant such a crossing.  Will look at further ideas for next roads meeting.
· Speedwatch campaign – Council legal section still checking out if they can use existing systems to write to offending motorists.

· Holes in village hall car park – action requested, Councillor Caldwell keen to push. 

6.
PLANNING

· Elliston Grill – the owner clarified to the meeting that the grill was primarily a restaurant with a bar waiting area.  He is awaiting planning approval prior to applying for a licence and hoped to have this within the next two weeks.  The Chair thanked the owner for clarification in particular on the first point.  It was also noted that the Grill may strength the case for a roundabout on the 737 and also a pavement from the village to the nursery and grill.
· Cottage at Bowfield – the meeting was advised that the application had been turned down.

7.
COUNCILLORS’ ISSUES

· Weed killing – they are in favour and it was reported that road areas were now being done.
· Trains – issue now with Transport Scotland.
· Hedges – Bowfield Rise and area down towards station have now been completed – nothing else known.
· Councillors walk round planned for 18 August.
· Swimming Pools – significant number of issues and debate going on between the main political parties.  Public meeting being held on 12 August.
· The graffiti outside village hall – Councillors to look into.
· Hedges to Hospice were a farmer issue – noted for action.

· Waste bins on lamp posts have been taken down – Councillor McGee to investigate.
· Bins outside the two shops are not being emptied on a daily basis – Councillors will look into.

· Grass cutting at Hillfoot – not being cleared up.
8.
CORRESPONDENCE

· 1st Howwood Brownie Pack – agreed to make a donation of £250 towards the centenary celebrations.  Lots of activities are planned for the 24/30 members.
· National Conversation Invite – meeting 1 September, no one available to attend.

· Model Scheme for CCs, letter from John Swinney – commends the scheme, pilots being set up.

· Timetable for consultation on the above, from Anne McNaughton - starts September, details available shortly, elections likely starting 2010.

· Renfrewshire CC Forum – 31 August N Walker will be going.

· Scottish Ambulance Service consultation:  14.08.09 – reply due by 14 August although just received, agreed to respond back saying timescales given not complying with national agreement.

· Transport Scotland Consultation:  Park and Ride facilities – details circulated
· E-petition on Out of hours GP cover – details circulated
· David Stewart MSP proposed Victims’ Commissioner Bill – looking for input by victims of crime.

· Newsletters:  Dog Trust, New South Glasgow Hospitals - details circulated
· SRANI request for continued partnership” – agreed to continue being a partner and suggested that Howwood Wildlife & Woodlands be made aware of and may wish to be included as a partner.

· Letter received from Reverend Stewart thanking council for donation of £80 from the Windland Concert and also to report that on average 25 children attended the summer club.
9.
AOCB

· AGM 13 October at 7.30pm - due to poor attendances in the past agreed to have no centre feature, reports to be emailed to the minute secretary.

· Data Protection Act – D Paxton agreed to continue in this role and organise further annual subscriptions to be paid.

· Scottish Evening 27 February 2010 – hall booked.

· Village walk – next on 19 September also Xmas morning walk and new year (4 January) planned.

· Food Hygiene – B David and C Scarsbrook going on the course.

· First Aid – as full course recommended agreed not to pursue due to the time and cost involved.  Suggested that we use the St Andrews Ambulance Service for the fete and also to see if the owner of East Gavin nursery can assist.

· As the Howwood Inn was now closed it was agreed to offer a cost equivalent of £50 in lieu for the free meal won at the fete raffle.

10.
NEXT MEETING
AGM on 13th October 2009 at 7.30pm

Thereafter every second Tuesday in the month, 10th November 2009 then 8th December 2009
	Contact Details

	Aircraft Noise Telephone line
	0141 848 4644

(answer machine)

	Antisocial Behaviour Help Line
	0800 169 1283

	Dog Warden, Michelle Knox
	0141 840 3164

	Glasgow Wind Band,

R & C Scarsbrook
	01505 704083

www.scarsbrook@aol.com

	Fly Tipping
	0845 230 4090

	Minicoach Tours
	minicoachtours@btconnect.com

	Police
	01505 404000

	Renfrewshire Council
	0141 842 5000

www.renfrewshire.gov.uk

	R.C. Roads email address
	PT@Renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Roads & Lighting Faults
	0141 842 4466 (M-F)

0141 889 2314

	Scottish Water Contact
	0141 355 5187

	Secretary, Andrew Wilson
	01505 702392

www.andrew@howwood.com

	Village Web Site
	www.howwood.com

	Youth Nuisance Help Line
	01505 325030
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