HOWWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2009
PRESENT

Robert Scarsbrook (Chair), Christine Scarsbrook, Andrew Wilson (Secretary), Nick Walker, Jackie Mackenzie, Dawn Michael, Linda Smith, Margie Stewart, Grace Weir, John MacLean and Douglas Paxton (Minutes).
IN ATTENDANCE
Councillor Ian McMillan and George Brooks (Renfrewshire Council).
APOLOGIES
Bill David, Norma David, Andy Summers and Councillors John Hood, John Caldwell and Tracey McGee.
2.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

With the following amendments adoption of the minutes were proposed by L Smith and seconded by J MacKenzie.  Johnstone “Brass Band”; apologies received from Scott Allan and John Denholm was not present.
3.
POLICE REPORT

· As no police presence – carried forward to next meeting.
4. MATTERS ARISING

· Xmas lights switch on – again confirmed as 4th December at 7pm and thereafter at the Church Hall.  Johnstone Brass Band have agreed to attend with some members from the Glasgow Wind Band as stand by.
· Triangle lights – now working.

· Waste Bins on Lamp Posts – Councillor McGee looking into.
· Food Hygiene Course – Both B David & L Smith recently attended the course and passed.  We now have 4 Community Councillors with certificates and it was agreed to look at this annually with the view to ensuring full cover.

5. ENVIRONMENT – George Brooks update

· George Street bin – Community Wardens looking into.
· Japanese knotweed – 4/5 sprays have been programmed and already in progress.
· Triangle Beds – no further forward with planting up.  Green Gym Team looking to clear up all beds to allow the Council to plant up - agreed to leave planting until next spring – Community Council will have input to planting at that stage.
· Dead Trees – Andy Summers was not aware of the issue, however, George Brooks was given details of the trees and a visit will take place to look at.

· Bulbs on Renfrew Council grounds – as part of the bulb planting weekend the Community Council plan to plant bulbs in these areas.  George Brooks was advised that Council staff had been in the past cutting back these areas to early and he was asked to ensure that this issue was passed on to the appropriate section.
· Overhanging Trees – George Brooks took note of the following areas requiring attention:  park steps from the main road and just outside the village on the left hand side.

· Road Sweeper etc – Lots of complaints being received – service poor, frequency of bins being emptied, loss of lamp post bins, bins outside shops not being emptied daily.  It was noted that the mechanical road sweeper was only doing the main roads and not the estates where there was an accumulation of overgrowth and vegetation.

· Grass Cutting – pavements are still not being tidied up after cutting.

6. INFORMATION / WEB

· Newsletter planned for first week in November – C Scarsbrook to co-ordinate.  Items to be covered will include xmas lights, Woodband Concert, St Andrews night, Scottish Evening, xmas coffee club and street sweeping comments.  Items to C Scarsbrook by 20th October.
· Web Stats – averaging 50k hits per month.  D J Paxton to ensure that minutes are being put on the site.
7.
PLANNING

· Elliston Grill – planning application approved last week but licensing application still to be heard.
· Nothing else of note noticed.

· Planning Conference – A Wilson gave an update to the meeting of the significant changes being made including:  
· Planning Office can approve up to 49 houses to be built.

· Renfrewshire Council responsible for notifying neighbours (now up to 20 metres from development).

· More details are available on the Council web site.

· It was agreed that the Community Council should ensure that all are aware of planning issues and it was agreed that R Scarsbrook, B David and N Walker would co-ordinate this.

8.
COUNCILLORS’ ISSUES

· Seats for the park – I McMillan chasing up.
· Two weekly bin collections from 9th November - details to be issued to all households.
· Swimming Pool – still a big issue, although the Community Council has had no one expressing concerns re the plans.
· Howwood Hobbies Club were awarded a local area grant of £4k

· Traffic at Hallhill Road still causing concern at peak school times.
9.
CORRESPONDENCE
· Invite to Rnfrewshire Citizens Advice Bureau AGM - 17 September – no one able to go.

· Invite to Planning Aid AGM - 17 September.
· Offer of Free Newsletters from Renfrewshire CVS - agreed to decline offer.

· Notice of next meeting of Renfrewshire Access Forum - 10 September 7pm.

· Rail Stops at Howwood - Letter received by I McMillan.  Scotrail next review of timetable will not be until 2011.  Suggested that Community Council write in support of more stops and copy the Transport Minister.

· Nominations for Provosts Community Awards - various categories to be considered, agreed to carry forward as closing date 30th November.

· Save your Regional Park Newsletter - passed round.

· Consultation on Renfrewshire Council’s Statement of Principles on 2005 Gambling Act – no opinions expressed.

· Scottish Government consultation on High Hedges - closing date 13 November.

· Invite received for the Guide Centenary Celebration on Saturday at Howwood Parish Church.

· ASCC Annual Conference will be held on 14 November at the Parliament Buildings – no program as yet but may include planning and Local Trusts.  Motions still to be circulated along with office leavers.  Suggest motions - increased funding for Community Council, Local Authorities pay for Community Council insurances and memberships to the ASCC.  C Scarsbrook suggested that a good practice guide be made available.
9.
AOCB

· AGM 13 October – Reports to D J Paxton in advance.
· 7.30pm – 8.00pm Howwood Community Council

· 8.00pm – 8.30pm Howwood Wildlife & Woodlands

· 8.30pm – Discussions on the format of future fetes.

· Consultation & Review due to start this month for 8 weeks, nothing received as yet.  Understand that boundary delays are on the agenda plus the size of Community Councils.
10.
LOCAL AREA COMMITTEE

· Play Park – up to £20k should be made available for the project.  Sub group planned to meet before November meeting.

· Community Council elections looking to be May 2010.

· After School Club – each Monday 3.00pm – 4.30pm to the Church with walking bus from the School.
· Fete Prize – letter of thanks received from Mr & Mrs Hosie.

· Remembrance Sunday – 8 November – time changed to 12.45 to allow the Roman Catholic Church Congregate to attend.

· Woodband Concert planned for 11 December.
11.
NEXT MEETING
AGM on 13th October 2009 at 7.30pm

Thereafter every second Tuesday in the month, 10th November 2009 then 8th December 2009
	Contact Details

	Aircraft Noise Telephone line
	0141 848 4644

(answer machine)

	Antisocial Behaviour Help Line
	0800 169 1283

	Dog Warden, Michelle Knox
	0141 840 3164

	Glasgow Wind Band,

R & C Scarsbrook
	01505 704083

www.scarsbrook@aol.com

	Fly Tipping
	0845 230 4090

	Minicoach Tours
	minicoachtours@btconnect.com

	Police
	01505 404000

	Renfrewshire Council
	0141 842 5000

www.renfrewshire.gov.uk

	R.C. Roads email address
	PT@Renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Roads & Lighting Faults
	0141 842 4466 (M-F)

0141 889 2314

	Scottish Water Contact
	0141 355 5187

	Secretary, Andrew Wilson
	01505 702392

www.andrew@howwood.com

	Village Web Site
	www.howwood.com

	Youth Nuisance Help Line
	01505 325030


Howwood Community Council Minutes 08.09.09 
Page 1 of 3

