Howwood Community Council Minutes 10.02.09

HOWWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2009
PRESENT

Robert Scarsbrook (Chair), Linda Smith (Vice Chair), Christine Scarsbrook, Grace Weir, Jackie Mackenzie, Dawn Michael, Bill David, , Douglas Paxton (Minutes), Nick Walker, Andrew Wilson (Secretary) and John Maclean
IN ATTENDANCE
Scott Allan, Andy Summers, PC Andrew MacLeman and Councillors John Caldwell & Ian McMillan
APOLOGIES
Norma David, Margie Stewart and Councillors Tracey McGee, & John Hood. 
2.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Adoption of the minutes of 13th January were proposed by Grace Weir and seconded by Jackie Mackenzie.


3.
POLICE REPORT
· PC MacLeman thanked the Community Council for a very enjoyable Burns Supper.
· In January there were 5 incidents – 2 road traffic offences, 1 car theft, 1 theft from a car and 1 assault.
· Since the start of the month a serious incident took place at the Bowling Club – police are following a positive line of enquiry,

4. MATTERS ARISING

· Bus Service – Grace Weir has completed the response and it was agreed that this be sent off on behalf of the CC. It was noted that there were 19 registered bus companies in Renfrewshire.
· NHS Involving People Network – a sub group of Robert Scarsbrook and Grace Weir will look into this and report back to the next meeting.

· Burns Night – a surplus of just under £1,200 was reported by the Treasurer and it was agreed to donate £600 to each of the nominated charities – DEBRA and St Vincent Hospice.
· Newsletter – will include the village clean up, garden competition, fete and the windband concert.
5. ENVIRONMENT – UPDATES FROM ANDY SUMMERS
· SEPA works at Torbraken / Drygate – works are part of flood prevention from the Black Cart and one of a number being undertaken in the area. Councillor Ian McMillan mentioned that the contractors left the roads in a mess during similar works at Johnstone Castle. 
· Park project - date has been set for the public meeting 24th March 2009 at 8pm in the village hall.  Funding is still an issue and may have to be staged. Renfrewshire Council can only, at this stage, give technical support. There will be no capital budget for next year however maintenance is still being funded. It was reported that the Education & Leisure Services section of the Council were now responsible for the football pitch and the pavilion and contact details were given to the secretary.
· Grass cutting – the need to tidy up will be re-emphasised to the teams prior to the commencement of cutting.  Any issues to be reported directly to Andy.
· George Street bins – community wardens will become involved. The issue seems to be with 1 householder.
· Japanese Knotweed – re-spraying the affected areas will begin in April. New regulations mean that the fluid is not as strong as in previous years.
· Triangle beds – Although HWW would like to take over Andy said that they would be happy to plant whatever the CC thought was best for the area. 

· Keep Scotland Beautiful – details will be passed over to the Secretary
· Brown bins – collections will begin in April. Routes and timing still to be advised.

· Two weekly refuse collections will commence sometime in 2010. However recycling will be improved.

6.
ROADS – UPDATES FROM SCOTT ALLAN

· The police were concerned about some issues regarding the Kilnknowe Cottages / Midton Road traffic order however a compromise has been reached and a plan will be made available for the next meeting.

· Bowfield / Hill Road junction – trees have been cut back but still room for improvement – notice still being served. The speed table has been designed but is still not perfect. Water run off is an issues and Scott Allan agreed to look at.
· Flooding & Icing bottom of Bowfield Road – notice has been served on the landowner but no action as yet. Noted that any accident would ultimately result in a claim against the landowner.

· Bowfield Road / pavement – Scott Allan to look at for speedy action. Sections of the road are due for renewal. Overgrown hedges still an issue – Secretary has given a note to Councillor McGee.

· Give Way signage at Bowfield Hotel - Scott Allan to look at for speedy action.

· Defective footpaths – on list of works to be done.

· Mayfield gully – to be cleaned.

· Triangle – paths to be inspected
· Grit Bins – reviewing number of bins and locations.

· Bus Bill – a partnership agreement regarding quality of fleet, frequency and coverage comes into effect at the end of 2009.
· SPT – have given Renfrewshire £.9m of funding plus £150k for cycle links.

· Strategic Transport Review – looking to upgrade the service on the Ayrshire line from 3 to 4 coaches and increasing frequency. It is also planned to reopen the Canal St to Elderslie line.

· Drain at new shop – concern that original works were not completed properly – Scott Allan to look into.

· Beith Road cottages – concern regarding the uneven pavement as it is used by a number of pensioners – Scott Allan to look into.
7.
PLANNING

· It was again noted that the building of a house was being considered at Glen Falls however it was agreed that this issue was a matter for the neighbouring householders.

8.
COUNCILLORS’ ISSUES

· There are a number of Health & Safety remedial works required however budget constraints are delaying these.

· Council rents will increase by 4% however works will continue to improve the quality before the 2015 deadline for standards come into force.

· Budget for 2009/10 will be discussed by the council on Thursday.

· Neighbourhood wardens have be seen in the area.

· The council have achieved Fair trade status.  
9.
CORRESPONDENCE

· Renfrewshire Community Plan –being launched on 12th February at Park Mains, Erskine. .
· Planning Aid – update on changes being held in Glasgow on 5th March - Andrew Wilson has booking form. ASCC will also be organising training sessions during 2009.

· Oxfam newsletter – makes reference to Fairtrade.
· Windfarm action group - newsletter circulated.
10.
AOCB
· Scottish Evening – 28th February – all in line with plan

· Fete – 20th June – 2 sub group meeting have been held – all in line with plan

· Windband concert booked for 12th June

· Howwood Calendar – photos and print costs to Nick Walker.

· Renfrewshire Community Council Forum – update give by Nick Walker.
· Village Clean up planned for 18th & 19th April.  Andrew Wilson will liaise with the Environmental Services Department.

· Expenses incurred by the secretary were agreed and the treasurer would organise the refund.

· St Andrew’s Evening – new event planned – Bill David to set up a sub group

12.
NEXT MEETING
10th March at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall 
Thereafter second Tuesday monthly, 14th April, 12th May, and 9th June 2009 etc.
	Contact Details

	Aircraft Noise Telephone line
	0141 848 4644

(answer machine)

	Antisocial Behaviour Help Line
	0800 169 1283

	Dog Warden, Michelle Knox
	0141 840 3164

	Glasgow Wind Band,

R & C Scarsbrook
	01505 704083

www.scarsbrook@aol.com

	Fly Tipping
	0845 230 4090

	Minicoach Tours
	minicoachtours@btconnect.com

	Police
	01505 404000

	Renfrewshire Council
	0141 842 5000

www.renfrewshire.gov.uk

	R.C. Roads email address
	PT@Renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Roads & Lighting Faults
	0141 842 4466 (M-F)

0141 889 2314

	Scottish Water Contact
	0141 355 5187

	Secretary, Andrew Wilson
	01505 702392

www.andrew@howwood.com

	Village Web Site
	www.howwood.com

	Youth Nuisance Help Line
	01505 325030
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