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VILLAGE CLEAN UP SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 27 & 28 MARCH 2010
THE ANNUAL VILLAGE CLEAN UP IS PLANNED TO TAKE PLACE ON SATURDAY 27 AND SUNDAY 28 MARCH 2010. 
HOWWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL IN CO-OPERATION WITH RENFREWSHIRE COUNCIL AND AS PART OF “CLEANER RENFREWSHIRE INITIATIVE” HAS SPONSORED AN ANNUAL VILLAGE CLEANUP. 

TWO CLEAN UP SESSIONS ARE PLANNED EACH DAY – BETWEEN 10AM AND 12 NOON AND BETWEEN 2PM AND 4PM.
This is an excellent way to support your village, keep fit and meet new people all for free! 

Volunteers are required to help clean up the village.  Meet at the Triangle 10 minutes before each session to collect protective gloves, high visibility tabards and litter picking tools.  There is no limit as to how many sessions you attend!  A health and safety briefing will also be given before you are allocated in small teams to clean an area.  
Soup and sandwiches will be provided in the Howwood Inn at 1pm both days for those who volunteer for this rewarding task.  The Community Council thank Tom and Alan from the Inn for showing their support for the village by kindly donating the food.
Please do come along to help out.  An adult must accompany and take responsibility for any children who wish to take part.  Don’t forget the clocks go forward 1 hour this week-end.
In addition an extra week day clean up date of Wed. 24 March 2010 has been arranged with Green Gym volunteers.  Meet at Howwood Inn at 12:30 if you wish to help out. 

VILLAGE WALKS CALENDAR 2010/11

NOW THAT THE WEATHER IS IMPROVING COME ALONG AND JOIN HOWWOOD WILDLIFE & WOODLANDS GROUP FOR WALKS IN AND AROUND HOWWOOD.

DATES FOR 2010/11 WALKS;

 

Saturday 20 March 2010 - 10AM

Monday 31 May 2010 (Bank Holiday) - 1PM

Friday 9 July 2010 evening walk - 8PM

Saturday 11 September 2010 – 10AM
Christmas Day 8:30AM



New Year Walk 3 January 2011 - 1PM

Meet at the Triangle.  Suitable clothing and footwear required. Duration of walks will vary between 2 to 3 hours approximately and are easy to moderate.  Accompanied children and dogs are very welcome.

 

Village Walks continued

Routes will depend on conditions and therefore will be decided just before or on the day of the walk.  Look out for press notice of likely routes.  Routes are likely to be one of the Howwood walks on http://www.howwood.com/pdf/howwood_route_guide.pdf .

Contact: Christine Scarsbrook scarsbrookc@aol.com for further details.

FETE 2010 – AN OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT YOUR VILLAGE
PLANNING FOR THE 2010 FETE IS NOW WELL UNDERWAY THANKS TO THE MANY VOLUNTEERS WHO HELPED FORM THE FETE WORKING GROUP AFTER THE APPEAL IN 2009.

 

ATTENTION ALL BUSINESSES AND VOLUNTARY GROUPS IN AND AROUND HOWWOOD.
A member of Howwood Community Council Fete Working Group will be contacting you over the next few weeks, unless they have already done so, to ask if you wish to contribute to the annual village Fete on Saturday 19 June 2010.  The Fete raises funds which are then spent on other village activities like the Scottish Evening and helps with funding for other village volunteer groups like the Guides and the school summer holiday events run by Howwood Parish Church.  Any volunteer group in the village may ask the Community Council for help with funding.
 

You can contribute to the Fete in a number of ways

· take a stall or provide a service to raise funds for your volunteer group or company - stalls cost £10 per table reduced to £5 per table for charities
· sponsor an activity e.g. bouncy castle for as little as £25 for part sponsorship and up to £400 for full sponsorship

· provide a prize for the fund raising raffle

· take out an advertisement in the Fete Programme – the Fete Flyer which is distributed to all households in Howwood - for only £30 
· Volunteer to man a fund raising event at the Fete e.g. Coconut shy.

 

If you wish further information, book a place or ad then please contact the Fete coordinator, Christine Scarsbrook on 01505 704083, scarsbrookc@aol.com.

 
FETE 2010 – FANCY DRESS AND MODEL MAKING COMPETITIONS

THE THEME FOR THE THIS YEAR’S FETE IS ‘ALIENS’.  

FOR THE ATTENTION OF ALL CHILDREN LIVING IN HOWWOOD

What do you think an alien from outer space would look like?  Something like the Na’vi from Pandora as depicted in Avatar?  More like a Dr Who monster?  A triple nosed stink monster from Zarg?  You decide and create your own alien costume and or model.

As part of this year’s Fete there will be two competitions with a chance for you to win a prize of £25 in Breahead Vouchers.  Pre registration forms will be available in early May 2010.
Competition 1 Best Alien Fancy Dress 
Section 1 for pre 5 years and Section 2 for 5 to 11 years

Costumes must be hand made, not bought, and made from recycled materials.  Come along to Howwood Primary School during Fete day by 1:15pm for a parade at 1:30 for under 5 and by 2:15 for a parade at 2:30 for 5 to 11s.  Alien needs to have a name pinned to the front of the costume e.g. four toed stink monster from Mars.
Competition 2 Best Alien Model

Section 1 for 5 to 8 years and Section 2 for 9 and over.
Competitions Cont.
Models of the Aliens are to be made out of fruit, vegetables and recycled materials
Models need to be named e.g. Twin headed slime monster from Pandora.  Your name and contact details are to be stuck to the underside of the model.
To enter the competition, just bring your model along to the Fete no later than 2pm on Fete day. 
Parents and carers please note that there is a small Fete entry fee of £1 for adults, 50p for children under 16 and babies go free.
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GLASGOW WIND BAND CONCERT FRIDAY 18 JUNE 2010
THIS EVENT IS NOW WELL ESTABLISHED IN THE VILLAGE. THE GLASGOW WIND BAND, CONDUCTED BY KEVIN PRICE, WILL PLAY ON FRIDAY 18 JUNE 2010 AT 7:30 AT THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

THOSE WHO ATTENDED PREVIOUS CONCERTS WILL KNOW THE VERY HIGH STANDARD OF MUSICIANSHIP FROM THIS CHAMPIONSHIP WINNING BAND. A VARIED PROGRAMME OF POPULAR MUSIC IS PLANNED. PUT A DATE IN YOUR DIARY NOW!
Tickets will be on sale from early May 2010 at the Post Office, from any community councillor or band member.  Tickets are priced at £5.50.  Concessions tickets cost £4.50 and a child tickets, less than 16 years, for £2.50.  Children under 5 are free.

As ever there will be unique Band related goods for sale at reasonable prices.  Contact Christine Scarsbrook scarsbrookc@aol.com for advance ticket sales or information.
See www.GWB.ORG.UK for more details about the Band.
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WARNING ABOUT BOGUS CALLERS

SAY “NO” TO BOGUS CALLERS

There has been a number of bogus callers reported to Strathclyde Police in recent months.

You are reminded to always ask for identity from any caller be that a workman,  utility personnel (gas, electricity or Scottish Water to name but a few) who knocks at your door.  Most people who call are genuine but there are a few who are not!

Care and Repair Renfrewshire can help if you require small repair jobs needing done as they have genuine contacts with Joiners, Plumbers and Electricians.  They can be contacted on 0141 812 4111.   Never pay up front for repairs. 

Strathclyde Policy Community Unit can carry out a security check if you are worried about your premises.

Never give out bank details with scam mail or over the phone.  It could be you have received a letter stating that you have won a competition but require your bank details before they send you the prize.  STOP.   Don’t let anyone do this to you!

To stop Junk Mail, by phoning the Royal Mail on 0845 703 4599 and “Silent” callers on your telephone can be stopped by phoning 0845 070 0707.

Remember bogus callers can be male or female.  Contact Strathclyde Police if you are in any doubt.  Their phone number is 01505 404000 or Crime Stoppers on 0800 555111

If you are in doubt – KEEP THEM OUT - STAY SAFE.

PETITION TO IMPROVE HOWWOOD'S BROADBAND SPEEDS - UPDATE
Thank you to all villagers who took the time to respond to the November newsletter petition on poor broadband speeds in Howwood.

Our MP, Mr. Douglas Alexander did a good job in getting BT to put something in writing to the Community Council.  Alas BT’s comments were unhelpful in the extreme.  In essence, BT confirmed that they had no plans to do anything to improve the broadband service into Howwood - there was a lot of technical babble about line speeds and data erosion, but the bottom line is that we have what we have and that's as good as its going to be in the meantime.  Not for us the digital revolution!
What is really galling is that it’s not just the speeds that are a problem (as little as 526kb, which is not much better than dial-up).  The real issue is that the antiquated nature of our telephony means that many of the best offers in the market e.g. Sky Broadband (free to Sky users), Talk Talk (£6.99 per month for phone and broadband) and even BT Vision - are not supported by the telephone lines we have.

 

In the case of Sky, you would have to pay £17.99 per month for a service that should actually be free - but isn't available to us because of our antiquated telephone lines.

 

Investigation is underway to look at alternatives e.g. cable.  Further updates will be given when available but in the meantime please sign the petition.  http://howwood.com/petition.php
To test your own broadband speed check out http://www.cable.co.uk/tools/broadband-speed-test/
Note that the national average speed is 2.4Mb or around 4 times faster than Howwood!  Some services are currently advertising 40Mb.

If you are interested in joining a campaign group to fight for a fairer service for Howwood then please email scarsbrookc@aol.com with your contact details.
(------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUPPORT FOR NEW PHARMACY IN HOWWOOD – SURVEY

A CHANCE TO HAVE YOUR SAY.

Mr Neeraj Salwan from Salwan Pharmacy Group Ltd has approached the Community Council seeking support from the local community for an application to the Health Board to provide a pharmacy within the Village Store.  In a past village survey and in a recent petition, the provision of a pharmacy within the village was something a number of villagers supported.  If you wish to support the application for provision of a pharmacy then please take the time to complete the survey below and return it to either the Village Store or to the Post Office by 31 March 2010.
1)   Do you feel a community pharmacy is required in your village of Howwood?  
      Please tick (
      Yes (  or  No (
       If yes, please state why 
……………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
2) What are your views on the current services offered to the village from other pharmacies? Please tick (   

      Satisfied  ( or Dissatisfied (
If dissatisfied, please state why 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3) Are you aware of and signed up for services offered by your community pharmacy? eg Minor Ailment Service, Prescription Collection and Delivery Service, Stop Smoking Service, 
       Please tick (    Yes (  or  No (
4) How do you find accessibility to a pharmacy from where you stay in Howwood?
      Please tick (    Difficult (  or No Problem (
      If difficult, please state why 
      ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5) What difference would having a pharmacy situated in the heart of your community make to the village in terms of health needs? 
       ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

       ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

USEFUL INFORMATION
	1st Howwood Girl Guides & Semple Rangers
	Church Hall Wed Evenings 7 - 9pm Alexis Urie 01505 702370 or 07836610462 Gayle Pollock  07500357602

	Aircraft Noise Telephone line
	0141 848 4644 (answer machine)

	Antisocial Behaviour Help Line
	0800 169 1283

	Bowfield Hotel & Country Club
	01505-705225

	Brian Young  -Freedom Driving Centre
	01505 706855, 07771 930691

	Christ the King Church
	01505 702636 (Father Joseph Dow)

	Church of Scotland
	01505 703678 (Rev David Stewart)

	Councillor Iain McMillan
	0141 840 3678 cllr.iain.mcmillan@renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Councillor John Caldwell
	0141 840 3562 cllr.john.caldwell@renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Councillor John Hood
	0141 840 3527 cllr.john.hood@renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Councillor Tracie McGee
	0141 840 3674 cllr.tracie.mcgee@renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Dog Warden, Michelle Knox
	0141 840 3164

	F P Storrie Newsagent & Licensed Grocer
	01505-702213

	Fete Working Group Coordinator
	01505 704083 scarsbrookr@aol.com

	Fly Tipping
	0845 230 4090

	Glasgow Wind Band (R & C Scarsbrook)
	01505 704083 scarsbrookr@aol.com

	Greenacres Curling Rink
	01505 850 633

	Greener Renfrewshire (Bins)
	0141  842  4448

	Howwood Community Council
	Meet 2nd Tuesday monthly in the Village Hall at 7:30pm.  Secretary Bill David 01505 703500 or. bdeconsultants@googlemail.com 

	Howwood Community Council Newsletter
	01505 704083 scarsbrookc@aol.com

	Howwood Curling Club
	01475 675550

	Howwood Driving School – Terry Waddell
	01505 706969, Mobile 07788 921 757

	Howwood Inn
	01505 703119

	Howwood Playgroup
	Tue, Wed and Thu mornings – 9:45-11:45.  Village Hall.  Contact Linda on 01505 705974 or Fiona on 01505 704819

	Howwood Village Store
	01505-704487

	Howwood Wildlife & Woodlands
	01505 704083 scarsbrookc@aol.com meet last Tue monthly in the Howwood Inn at 7:30pm

	Mid Gavin Nursery
	07812 337069

	Midton Bowling Club
	01505 704784

	Minicoach Tours
	minicoachtours@btconnect.com

	Police
	01505 404000

	Post Office
	01505 702180

	Railway Inn
	01505 704256

	Renfrewshire Council
	0141 842 5000 www.renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Roads & Lighting Faults
	0141 842 4466 (M-F) 0141 889 2314 PT@Renfrewshire.gov.uk

	Scottish Water Contact
	0141 355 5187

	Sports & Hobbies
	Thu 6:30pm and 8pm Village Hall

	Village Web Site
	howwood.com

	Youth Nuisance Help Line
	01505 325030


If you know of other organisations in and around the village and you wish details to be published in future newsletters then contact Christine Scarsbrook on 01505 704083 scarsbrookc@aol.com with details.  If any details above are out of date please contact Christine before the next issue.
HOWWOOD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
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