Howwood Community Council survey, Spring 2008, Summary results

Those of you who sent in completed surveys will remember there were questions about the Park mainly, and a chance to let your Community Council know about any other issues that you think are important.  Also we asked for information on the part of the village you live in, and how many people are in your household and what their age groups are.  

We put out about 650 survey forms, one through each letterbox in Howwood, together with the latest CC newsletter, and the survey link on howwood.com let people reply directly on line.  We had a disappointing 56 responses, but they came from every part of the village, and covered a good range of households and ages.  

As far as the Park is concerned, more than three quarters said they would be likely to use more or better paths and seating.  About a third thought a specific teens area was a good idea.  Less than a third liked the idea of a football practice area, but of course the main football pitch is definitely staying as is, so practising football there is already an option.  Some replies did not give an opinion on the multi-use games area (MUGA) idea, perhaps because we failed to explain what it is;  of the views expressed though, over half thought it was a good idea and would be likely to use it.  There were many other suggestions for the Park, including more rubbish bins, better lighting to help people feel safer especially on winter evenings, tidying up the dead and fallen trees, dealing with dog fouling, adding to the children's playground area, and doing something with the pavilion.  

We have taken these opinions and started the process of designing Park improvements;  once there is a proposed plan, we will discuss it with Renfrewshire Council to find the best way to make it happen, and the proposals will be available for the good people of Howwood to look at and comment on.

What other issues were raised?  There were loads, but roads and traffic issues were far and away the biggest concern, including flooding, winter treatment, pot holes, poorly surfaced and obstructed pavements, speeding, congestion around the triangle, safe road crossing, access across Garthland Bridge and on to the cycle path, and safety at the A737 junction by Elliston Grill.  All these issues were well known to us from previous surveys, comments, complaints and our own experience.  We have a Principal Engineer from Renfrewshire Council's Roads Division attends Community Council meetings every three months, and all these issues are discussed in the hope that we can gradually deal with them.  In fact, since the May CC meeting which he attended, the road markings around the triangle have been changed, which is the Roads Dept's attempt to make the area safer by improving visibility, slowing traffic and trying to prevent blockage of driveways and entrances.  

Other old favourite issues people brought up were littering and dog fouling, which Renfrewshire Council says it will be trying harder to address.  In fact, they are problems which come down to individuals' respect for the area and for others, so they are things the CC itself can do very little about, but that everyone can contribute to.  There were many other suggestions of important issues each raised in only one or two replies, some of which we are dealing with anyway and other not really in our gift to change;  to give an idea of these issues, they included things like inadequate buses, too much aircraft noise, a need for amenity housing for the elderly, drugs, crime, nosiness, limited facilities and activities for young people, and the benefit of getting a cash machine in Howwood.  A few replies showed that not everyone understands the role of Community Councils – so for those who are interested, a CC's main role is to establish the views of the local population (by surveys like this for example) and to advocate on behalf of the community to organisations and so on which affect us, like Renfrewshire Council, Scottish Water and so on.  CCs are also entitled to comment on planning and licensing applications, and are often included in Local Authority and Scottish Government consultations.  Howwood CC will also be part of Renfrewshire Council's new Local Area Committee system, which starts this summer and takes in Lochwinnoch, Howwood, Kilbarchan, Elderslie and Johnstone.  Howwood CC goes further too, by supporting local activities and groups (like Howwood Play-group) and running a range of annual events: the Fête, the Pensioners' Scottish Evening, the Spring Clean and Bulb Planting.  We welcome Howwood residents to CC meetings (the second Tuesday of each month).  Anyone interested in taking a more active role or formally joining the CC is also very welcome.

